
Watergate Scandal

Directions: Watch 2:48-7:39 minutes of All the President’s Men and write an article that could accompany the headline below

	Five Held in Plot to Bug Democratic Offices Here

June 18, 1972

By Alfred Lewis, Washington Post Staff Writer
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Directions: Watch the 7:39-28:32 minutes of All the President’s Men and take notes as Bob Woodward’s might have.  What information are you finding?  What is interesting, revealing, or problematic about this information?

	Evidence: 

Notes, names, job titles, etc
	Interpretation: 

What is interesting, revealing or problematic

	
	


Woodward and Bernstein unravel more…
	The Timeline
	What question might you ask after discovering this?

	An article entitled “GOP [Republican] Security Aide Among Those Arrested," reported that burglar James McCord was on the payroll of President Nixon's reelection committee. 

	

	The next day, Nixon and chief of staff H.R. Haldeman privately discussed how to get the CIA to tell the FBI to back off from the burglary investigation. Publicly, a White House spokesman said he would not comment on "a third rate burglary."

	

	Within a few weeks, Woodward and Bernstein reported that the grand jury investigating the burglary had sought testimony from two men who had worked in the Nixon White House, former CIA officer E. Howard Hunt and former FBI agent G. Gordon Liddy. Both men would ultimately be indicted for guiding the burglars, via walkie-talkies, from a hotel room opposite the Watergate building.

	

	In Miami, Bernstein learned that a $25,000 check for Nixon's reelection campaign had been deposited in the bank account of one of the burglars. The resulting story, "Bug Suspect Got Campaign Funds" reported the check had been given to Maurice Stans, the former Secretary of Commerce who served as Nixon's chief fundraiser. It was the first time The Post linked the burglary to Nixon campaign funds.

	

	While Nixon cruised toward reelection in the fall of 1972, Woodward and Bernstein scored a string of scoops, reporting that Attorney General John Mitchell controlled a secret fund that paid for a campaign to gather information on the Democrats.  Additionally, they reported that Nixon's aides had run "a massive campaign of political spying and sabotage" on behalf of Nixon's reelection effort.

	

	But while other newspapers ignored the story and voters gave Nixon a huge majority in November 1972, the White House continued to denounce The Post's coverage as biased and misleading.

	

	When the FBI finally pierced the White House denials, senior officials faced prosecution for perjury and obstruction of justice. In April 1973, four of Nixon's top aides lost their jobs, including chief of staff Haldeman, chief domestic policy adviser, John Ehrlichman, Attorney General Richard Kleindienst and Dean himself. 

	

	In October of 1973, in what is now known as the Saturday Night Massacre, Nixon fired special prosecutor Archibald Cox – the man in charge of investigating the events surrounding the break in at the Watergate Hotel

	

	In 1974, the Senate Watergate Committee issued a subpoena demanding that Nixon provide tapes of his conversations from the Oval Office.  Nixon refused claiming it was his executive privilege and they were vital to national security.  He offered transcriptions of the tapes instead.  The president’s secretary testified that there was a “terrible mistake” while transcribing one conversation and 18 ½ minutes went missing.  
	


