Saddam’s Confessions
Background
Once known as Mesopotamia, Iraq was part of the Ottoman Empire and became a British territory after World War I. It achieved independence in 1932 as a constitutional monarchy and joined the United Nations in 1945. In the '50s and '60s, the country's government was marked by repeated coups. Saddam Hussein became President of Iraq and Chairman of the Revolutionary Command Council in July 1979.

From 1980-88, Iraq warred with its larger neighbor, Iran. The United States supported Iraq in this conflict.  

On July 17, 1990, Hussein accused Kuwait -- which it had never accepted as a separate entity -- of flooding the world oil market and "stealing oil" from field which ran beneath both countries. On August 2, 1990, Iraqi military forces invaded and occupied Kuwait."  The US led a UN coalition with 34 nations in February 1991, forcing Iraq to exit Kuwait.  President George H.W. Bush (senior) rejected calls to march to Baghdad and oust Hussein to avoid “Vietnam Syndrome”; instead he limited intervention to a six-week war.

War

In his 2003 State of the Union address, President George W. Bush asserted that Hussein aided al Qaida; Vice President Cheney elaborated that Hussein had provided "training to al-Qaeda members in the areas of poisons, gases, making conventional bombs." 

In addition, the President said that Hussein had weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and that there was a real and present danger that he could launch a strike on the US or provide terrorists with WMD. In a speech in October 2002 in Cincinnati, he said that Hussein "... could bring sudden terror and suffering to America... a significant danger to America... Iraq could decide on any given day to provide a biological or chemical weapon to a terrorist group or individual terrorists. Alliance with terrorists could allow the Iraqi regime to attack America without leaving any fingerprints.... we're concerned that Iraq is exploring ways of using unmanned aerial vehicles for missions targeting the United States... America must not ignore the threat gathering against us."

In January 2003, the President said, "With nuclear arms or a full arsenal of chemical and biological weapons, Saddam Hussein could resume his ambitions of conquest in the Middle East and create deadly havoc in that region... The dictator who is assembling the world's most dangerous weapons has already used them on whole villages... The world has waited 12 years for Iraq to disarm. America will not accept a serious and mounting threat to our country, and our friends and our allies. The United States will ask the U.N. Security Council to convene on February the 5th to consider the facts of Iraq's ongoing defiance of the world."

The United States launched a war against Iraq; 250,000 United States troops were supported by approximately 45,000 British combat forces and 29 other nations that made up the "coalition of the willing".  On 1 May, aboard the USS Abraham Lincoln and under a "Mission Accomplished" banner, the President said, "Major combat operations have ended; in the battle of iraq, the US and her allies have prevailed... We've removed an ally of al Qaida." 

Change in War Mission

The 9-11 Commission report made it clear that there was no collaboration between Hussein and al Qaida.  No weapons of mass destruction were ever found in the years that the US was inside Iraq. All appear to have been destroyed during the Gulf War (Desert Storm).  Instead, the status of weapons more closely matches that of Administration claims in 2001:

    * "He has not developed any significant capability with respect to weapons of mass destruction. He is unable to project conventional power against his neighbors. So in effect, our policies have strengthened the security of the neighbors of Iraq..." - Colin Powell, 24 February 2001

    * "We are able to keep arms from him [Hussein]. His military forces have not been rebuilt." - Condoleezza Rice, 29 July 2001

The Administration later justified the war based on Hussein's human rights record. In April 2003, Saddam Hussein’s whereabouts remained in question during the weeks following the fall of Baghdad and the conclusion of the major fighting of the war.  Saddam was finally captured in 2003.  One year later, he was charged by the Iraqi Special Tribunal with crimes committed against residents of Dujail in 1982.  Specific charges included the murder of 148 people, torture of women and children and the illegal arrest of 399 others. Saddam was hanged on 30 December 2006, despite his wish to be shot (which he felt would be more dignified).

On August 31, 2010, Obama announced the end of Operation Iraqi Freedom from the Oval Office. However, there has been some controversy over whether the official declaration is accurate, with the issuance of a standards memo from the Associated Press stating "combat in Iraq is not over, and we should not uncritically repeat suggestions that it is, even if they come from senior officials."

Questions
1. Which country is Iraq’s neighbor and longest standing enemy?

2. Why did the US go to war with Iraq in 1991?



3. Explain 2 reasons Bush and Cheny supplied for going to war in Iraq in 2003




4. Why did the US government change its war mission?




5. Why was Saddam Hussein executed? 

